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The Bachelor of Arts in Landscape Studies [BA(LS)] is an internationally
recognised undergraduate degree offered by HKU’s Division of Landscape
Architecture. The programme delivers a studio-based, interdisciplinary education
at the intersection of landscape architecture, ecology, geography, civil engineering,
conservation, and professional design and planning practice. Students enter BA(LS)
from diverse academic backgrounds, including both the arts and science streams,
and learn to connect creative speculation with environmental knowledge, technical
skill, public communication, and ethical responsibility.

At HKU, landscape is taught as a way to understand the technical, cultural, and
political dimensions of environmental change across development sectors.
Landscape architecture is an increasingly important discipline because the major
challenges facing cities and regions today, including rapid urbanisation, climate
change, resource depletion, biodiversity loss, rising sea levels, environmental risk,
and social inequality, cannot be addressed through policy, planning, engineering,
or design alone. Sustainable change requires sustained engagement with the
communities, ecologies, infrastructures, and histories that shape places over time.

The BA(LS) education centres on the design studio, an intensely creative and
collaborative learning environment where you work one-on-one with your
instructors to develop research and design strategies for real-world problems. As
a landscape student, you progress through six studios addressing urban parks,
high-density cities, rural landscapes, infrastructure, remediation, ecological
restoration, and regional landscape planning. These studios build your strengths
in creative problem solving, critical thinking, public communication, and research
methodologies. You will become adept at geospatial analysis, confident with digital
tools and fabrication processes, and experts in a range of graphic media. Outside
of the design studio, you will take courses in landscape technology, plants and
ecology, and environmental history and theory. Fieldwork, site visits, and
experiential learning across Hong Kong and internationally are integral to the
programme, allowing you to encounter first-hand the diverse ecologies,
communities, and processes that shape our high-density city and sustain our
environment.

Graduates of the BA(LS) programme may continue into the professionally
accredited Master of Landscape Architecture programme at HKU or pursue
postgraduate study in landscape architecture, urbanism, planning, environmental
design, conservation, and related fields internationally. Whether engaging with a
corporate client, informing a public body, collaborating with communities, or
joining an environmental non-profit, BA(LS) students develop the critical, creative,
and technical capacity to advocate for just and sustainable change. Don’t do
development as usual. Study landscape at HKU.

Find out more: www.arch.hku.hk/bals
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